International Concrete Conference & Exhibition

ICCX Russia —

a successiul event even in difficult times

ICCX SPECIAL

Following on from the highly successful anniversary event with record visitor and exhibitor numbers in 2014, it was not easy to predict
whether the summing-up would be so positive after ICCX Russia 2015 especially in view of the current challenging economic and political
situation in Russia. But yes, with the benefit of hindsight, we can confidently state that ICCX Russia 2015 turned out to be another success!
The exhibitors, in particular, quite often came with very low expectations but were very favourably surprised by the number and quality of
the visitors at the event. So, in the end, both sides were able to draw a positive conclusion.

“In good times and in bad times” - this was
the title of the CPI editorial in the 5/2015
issue pointing to the difficult situation in
Russia. On occasions such as these, great
importance is attached to customer loyalty
and enduring business relationships. The
large number of exhibitors at the ICCX
Russia 2015 showed that most of these
companies maintain a positive, thorough-
going business relationship with their
Russian customers.

The number of visitors also lived up to
expectations. Interviews were conducted
on a random basis to be able gain some
idea of visitor satfisfaction and to enhance
the added value for participants at the
ICCX Russia. The following must be said in
advance: the feedback was also thorough-
ly positive. You can find the interviews inter-
spersed in this report.

Favourable mood despite
economically challenging times

Numerous specific enquiries and very
detailed problem issues were discussed
amongst the trade experts on hand and

plans for further cooperation were forged.
A visitor even noticed that some suppliers
(in competition with each other) sometimes
cooperated in finding attractive solutions in
terms of price for a production facility oper-
ator. All this is indicative of the communal
effort to revitalise the Russian market.

Well-proven but still innovative

Most people are acquainted with the basic
ICCX Russia concept. A technical course on
the day prior to the core event has for a
long time attracted many participants. And
there is good reason why. This full-day tech-
nical course is carried through each year
by two internationally well-known concrete
technology experts (Michael Khrapko from
New Zealand and Prof Viktor Mecht-
cherine from Germany) Deutschland) in the
Russian language. The topics dealt with
each year are oriented towards requests
from the visitors.

The core event, i.e. the specialised exhibi-
tion with its accompanying conference pro-
gramme, reflects the unmistakeable charac-
ter of the ICCX Russia. Since 2014, the

The conference hotel, Park Inn Pulkovskaya, in St. Peterburg offers the ideal setting for ICCX Russia
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Approx. 180 concrete technology experts were interested in taking
part in the technical course. The speakers every year, Prof Viktor
Mechtcherine and Michael Khrapko, are a well-coordinated team
and deal in depth with the questions from the audience

The Welcome Reception on the evening prior to the core event is
an ideal opportunity for welcoming business partners and initially
striking up contacts

www.cpi-worldwide.com CPI — Conrete Plant International — 1 1 2016

THERMOMASS

A NEW TWIST

Thermomass is proud to introduce
a new twist in our family of concrete
sandwich wall connectors. The
patented MS-T connector offers
the strength and integrity of all
Thermomass products with the
added cost saving convenience
of insulation shipped directly
to your plant, complete with a
pre-printed guide for easy connector
installation. Watch the innovation in

action at thermomass.com/ms-t.
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Anna Rybakova from Russia held a talk about quality control in ...and generated a great deal of interest amongst the listeners
Russian precast concrete component production facilities. ..

stage has been set by the Welcome
Reception following on from the technical
course. No other event for the concrete and
precast concrete component industries in
Russia offers so much expert information
and so many possibilities of contacts to sup-
pliers in such a compressed form.

New this year was the offer of a seminar on
the upkeep and maintenance of production
boards for concrete products. This seminar
was conducted by experts from this field. It
is worth mentioning at this point that they
were, in fact, competitors in this supply
industry. In the run-up to the event, they had
worked together in an extremely profession-
al and constructive manner with the aim of
imparting the greatest possible amount of
practical knowledge and helpful advice to
participants in the seminar. The lectures
very well were received and participants
took advantage of the opportunity of ask-
ing detailed questions.

Marc Lebrun (Cerib) from France introduced innovative concrete For the first time in the history of the ICCX Russia, a seminar was
technologies, amongst others a new type of system for compacting offered dealing with the upkeep and maintenance of production

concrete blocks
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boards for concrete products. Alfred Rochlus (Assyx) and Sénke Tunn
(Wasa) shared their profound knowledge from years of practical
experience

www.cpi-worldwide.com



WWW.ICCX.ORG

The ICCX exhibition was well-attended. Many visitors with precise
ideas about machines and systems come to St. Petersburg year
after year. Quite often, the owner comes together with the technical
management staff so that hard and fast decisions can be made on
the spot.
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Large crowds at the ICCX Dinner Party. Approx. 600 guests did not want to miss the evening event. The guests could celebrate into the early
morning hours in a sociable atmosphere against a background of typical live Russian music

Trade exhibition Conference programme

Displays by exhibitors for the trade visitors ~ The trade visitors certainly got full value for
could be viewed at about 120 stands. Each ~ money as far as the ICCX Russia 2015 lec-
visitor could gain a wealth of information  ture programme is concerned. Notable
from the supply sector about trends and cur-  speakers from all over the world gave
rent products for the concrete and precast  reports on current developments in the con-
concrete component industries. Both  crete industry. They revealed not only how

Russian and international exhibitors from  trends are developing in the concrete indus-
well on 20 different nations from all over  try as a whole but also specifically in the
the world provided an extensive range of  precast component and ready-mix concrete
information. There were representations of  industries as well. The lecture programme
well-known companies from the areas: mix-  included the subject areas:

ing, formwork, system and processing tech-

nologies, conveying systems, concrete * Advantage Precast

chemistry, fastening systems, reinforcing * Concrete Products for Road

steel plants, installation systems and IT Construction & Civil Engineering
products. Indeed, it is this diversity that (Infrastructure)

makes the ICCX so unique worldwide and e Concrete Technology

so interesting for the concrete industry. ¢ Precast Technology
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Prof Jaime Fernéndez Gémez from Spain held a talk about quality
management with precast concrete components during their manu-
facture and later installation at a construction site

Full-length videos of the talks will be available in a few weeks on the
ICCX homepage or at www.iccx.org

ICCX dinner party

The ICCX Russia evening event, or the ICCX Dinner Party, at the
Paulaner Brauhaus Restaurant in the conference hotel, Park Inn
Pulkovskaya, has been a particular highlight for some years now.
The Brauhaus provides excellent seating arrangements and has
proved to be a popular finale to the conference’s first day. The
evening event was again fully booked with approximately 600
guests. The evening offered plenty of opportunity for intensifying
contacts struck up during day in a pleasant atmosphere against a
background of typical live Russian music.

Thomas Friedrich (Innogration) from Germany gave a lecture about
multifunctional floor systems and their implementation in practice
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Plant tour at Murinsky OOO - this concrete production facility manufactures diverse precast
concrete components and concrete products for residential construction

Plant tours at the conclusion

ICCX participants actively avail themselves
of one other benefit year after year. This
refers to the plant tours, which have tradi-
tionally made up the conclusion of the
ICCX. This time, participants could choose
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between four different plant tours in the

vicinity of St. Petersburg. A total of approx-

imately 140 participants were divided up
between four concrete production facilities:
Metrobeton JSC, Beaton JSC, Liderprom
JSC and Murinsky OOO.
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I FURTHER INFORMATION [
ICCX Russia 2015 Sponsor

icox €&
RUSSIA

www.icex.org

The date for the next ICCX Russia has
already been fixed. From 6-9" December
2016, the entire Russian concrete industry
along with its international counterpart will
once again meet up for another outstand-
ing event. Planning for the ICCX Russia
2016 is already well underway. |
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